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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to apply the theory of reception, as developed by Wolfganglser, to twomodernliterary texts writtenin
the twentieth century.Eiser's theoryis based on two mainideas: The firstis that the text does not create meaning, but the
reading process does, and the secondis that the reader creates meaning by filling the gaps left by the text.

We selected ashort story by the Egyptian writer Youssef Idris entitled “Al-Khuda'h “ (The Deceit) and a poem by the Palestinian
poetMahmoud Darwish entitled * Qfiyah min ajl almu’llaq?t” (ARhyme for the mu'llaqt). Thisis because these two texts
provide gaps that canbe filled, in line with the ideas put forwardbylser in his theory, making them a good example to explain his
ideas.Eiser's method provides us with a dif ferent understanding of the story that helps us to remake the meaninginit.
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Wolfgang Iser's Theory of Reception
An Applied Study on Two Literary Texts
Dr. Rabie Mahmoud Rabie
Assistant Professor / Department of Arabic and Literature - Jerash University.
Abstract.

This research aimeds to apply the theory of reception, as developed by
Wolfgang Iser, to two modern literary texts written in the twentieth century.
Eiser's theory is based on two main ideas: The first is that the text does not



create meaning, but the reading process does, and the second is that the reader
creates meaning by filling the gaps left by the text.

We selected a short story by the Egyptian writer Youssef Idris entitled "Al-
Khuda'h " (The Deceit) and a poem by the Palestinian poet Mahmoud
Darwish entitled " Qafiyah min ajl almu'llaqat" (A Rhyme for the mu'llagat).
This is because these two texts provide gaps that can be filled, in line with the
ideas put forward by Iser in his theory, making them a good example to explain
his ideas. Eiser's method provides us with a different understanding of the story
that helps us to remake the meaning in it.

Keywords: Iser, reception, reading, Darwish, Idris, Modern Critical Theory.
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