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Reception Theory Among Arab Modernists and Its Impact on the
Hermeneutical Dimensions of Qur'anic Interpretation: Critical
analytical study
Abstract
This study aims to analyze the impact of Reception Theory as
adopted by Arab modernists in interpreting the Qur’anic text, and to
explore the intellectual foundations that led them to employ this theory

as a new hermeneutic tool that redefines the relationship between the text



and the reader. The research highlights the philosophical and
epistemological dimensions of the theory and examines how it has been
applied in Qur’anic interpretation by granting the reader a central role in
constructing meaning—based on personal experience, cultural
background, and historical context. This approach ultimately leads to
treating the Qur’an as a historically-bound, mutable text rather than a
sacred and timeless revelation.

The study presents a comprehensive overview of Reception Theory,
its key components (sender, text, and receiver), and investigates its
implications for modernist interpretive methodologies. It further assesses
the extent to which these approaches align—or conflict—with traditional
Islamic exegesis. The researcher adopts an analytical and critical
methodology to examine the theoretical foundations and practical
applications of the theory, aiming to clarify its influence in undermining
the authority of the Qur’anic text and recontextualizing it beyond its

divine framework
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