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Ibn Battuta's Journey to Andalusia
Amani Rabie
Assistant Professor — Department of Arabic— Jerash University- Jordan
Email: Arby55094@gmail.com
Abstract

Humankind has known travel since the dawn of life on this planet. The necessities of life
dictated that people move from one place to another. Since ancient times, journeys have had
many motivations, including searching for pasture and water, exploring other places, and
escaping wars and conflicts. These journeys have been associated with humans since time
immemorial, as they were constantly on the move, rarely settling in a particular place.

There are several benefits to travel. They have positively contributed to enabling humans to
discover the world around them and fostering a spirit of adventure within them. Travelers strive
to travel, becoming constantly on the move. This has helped them learn about the cultures of
other peoples, draw on their cultures and knowledge, and contemplate the world around them.
Therefore, travel has its benefits, which vary depending on the purpose of the journey, but it
remains a true reflection of the era in which the traveler lived. Travel literature is a unique
literary genre manifested in books, studies, and articles, with characteristics that set it apart
from other literary genres. It is distinguished first by its uniqueness, including the astonishing
stories of travel between countries. This literary genre is also distinguished by its usefulness,
as those who read travelers' books gain insight into the conditions of other nations in various
aspects of life. Hence, we highlight the travels of Ibn Battuta, who is truly one of the most
important and famous Arab travelers, and who spent half his life traveling the world. He left
his hometown of Tangier at the age of twenty-two and returned at the age of fifty. Consequently,
his travelogue, "A Gift to the Observers of the Wonders of Cities and the Marvels of Cities," is
a special gem in the history of travel literature, enriching travel literature with a wealth of
information, both about the history of the countries he visited, the geography of those countries,
and the customs of their inhabitants, especially those that were considered foreign. This
research is divided into a preface, an introduction, and two sections covering the concept of
travel, its types, purposes, and benefits, as well as the role of Islam in encouraging travel. It
then discusses Ibn Battuta's description of Andalusia and the cities he visited, and concludes
with the main findings. The descriptive and analytical approach was employed, while other
minor approaches that served the research and its objectives were also used.

Keywords: travel literature, Moroccan travels, Andalusia, [bn Battuta.
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