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ABSTRACT

This study explores the earlyroots of fundamentalist thoughtin the Ibadhischool during the period
extending from Imam Jabir ibn Zaydin the late first century AH to the end of the third centuryAH,
thatis, before the first foundational writings by ImamlbnBarakahin the fourth centuryAH. The
studyreviews fundamentalist thought among the earlyimams of the school, such as Imam Jabir ibn
Zayd and his student Imam Abu Ubaidah, as well as the fundamentalist thought among the jurists of
the codification and the jurists of the traditions, and a group of scholars from this time period. The
studyconcluded that the first three centuriesin the Ibadhischoollacked foundational writings;
however, fundamentalist thought was present withits directives, limitations, rules, and principlesin
the Ibadhijuristic reasoning asitinterpretedlegal texts and established their legal rulings. Although
many of its terms were absent due to the natural delayin the codification of terminologyin various
sciences, the available Ibadhi texts from this time period are richin substantial foundational texts
that canprovide acomprehensive study of the nature of fundamentalist thought among the Ibadhi
before the codificationphase.
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The Foundation of Usul al-Figh in the Ibadi School during the First Three Hijri Centuries

Faisal bin Ali bin Sulaiman Al-Saidi
Assistant Lecturer at the College of Sharia Sciences, Sultanate of Oman
falsaidi@css.edu.om

This study investigates the early roots of the theory of jurisprudence within the Ibadhi
school, covering the time period from Imam Jabir ibn Zayd in the late first century AH to
the end of the third century AH, prior to the first foundational compilation by Imam lbn
Barakah in the fourth century AH. The study examines the foundational thought of the
early imams of the school, such as Imam Jabir ibn Zayd and his student Imam Abu
Ubaidah, as well as the foundational thought of the jurists of the codex and the jurists of
the prophetic traditions, along with a group of scholars from this historical period. The
study concludes that the first three centuries in the Ibadhi school lacked formal
foundational texts; however, foundational thought was present in its orientations,
determinants, rules, principles, and methods within Ibadhi legal reasoning, as it
interpreted legal texts and established their legal rulings. This was despite the absence
of many of its terminologies due to the delayed standardization and stabilization of
terminology across various sciences. Nonetheless, the available Ibadhi writings from this
time period are rich in abundant foundational texts that can provide a comprehensive
study of the nature of foundational thought among the Ibadis prior to the compilation
phase.
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